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that his sins were forgiven.1 So also of
one woman it was said : "Her sins, which
are many, are forgiven, for she loved
much/'2 In the famous Gnostic treatise,
the Pistis Sophia, the very purpose of the
Mysteries is said to be the remission of
sins. " Should they have been sinners,
should they have been in all the sins and
all the iniquities of the world, of which I
have spoken unto you, nevertheless if they
turn themselves and repent, and have
made the renunciation which I have just
described unto you, give ye unto them the
mysteries of the kingdom of light; hide
them not from them at all. It is because
of sin that I have brought these mysteries
into the world, for the remission of all
the sins which they have committed from
the beginning. Wherefore have I said
unto you aforetime, ' I came not to call
the righteous/ Now, therefore, I have
brought the mysteries, that the sins of all
men may be remitted, and they be brought
into the kingdom of light. For these
mysteries are the boon of the first mystery

*S. Luke, v. 18-26.
* Ibid. vii. 47.